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Welcome to 
SRI International 
and the 
Engineering & Systems Division 
(ESD) 
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Sarnoff Corporation, Princeton, NJ
SRI headquarters, Menlo Park, CA


SRI –  State College, PA


SRI –  Washington, D.C.


SRI International 
A world-leading independent R&D organization 

•  Founded by Stanford University in 1946

•  Independent in 1970: changed name from Stanford Research Institute 

to SRI International in 1977

•  Acquired Sarnoff Corporation in 1987 (formerly RCA Laboratories)


•  Combined power of 2,000 staff members 

•  1,000 with advanced degrees

•  Consolidated annual revenues of $450 million

•  A nonprofit corporation


•  More than 20 offices worldwide

•  Independent & objective


•  No stockholders

•  Focus on client priorities; no conflict of interest
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•  1960s

•  Invented  

the mouse


• Developed video windows, 
hypertext, real-time editing 
for personal computers


•  Invented first optical read-
write storage systems


• Constructed the 150-foot- 
diameter radio telescope—
the third largest movable 
radio telescope of its time, 
which is still in use today


•  1970s

•  Initiated first Internet 

transmission


• Created first liquid toner 
copier


• Developed pen-input 
computing for handwriting 
recognition


• Developed high-
definition TV for 
commercial use


• Developed most 
robust speech 
recognition system


• Pioneered 
telepresence 
surgery                                 


• Developed new dry 
powder drug 
technologies


• Pioneered RF & 
acoustic LO 
technologies 


Inventing the Future for 50 Years 

•  1940s

•  Invented railroad 

hydracushion


•  Identified market for 
first petrochemical 
detergents


•  1950s

• Created first computer 

magnetic memory


• Developed electronic 
recording method of 
accounting & magnetic 
ink character 
recognition


•  1980s and Beyond
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AMISR Summer School 

http://heinselslug.smugmug.com/Professional



